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Glenelg Hopkins RCS launched
It is great to finally hear the chorus of frogs to remind us
winter is not too far away. Although we haven’t received a
lot of rain yet, the country is finally getting that green tinge
back. The mild weather has enabled our staff and
community to host or attend a number of events – many
of which are reported on in this issue.
The most exciting news this month has been the approval
and gazettal of the Glenelg Hopkins Regional Catchment
Strategy. This strategy is the most important regional
document for land and water in the region and will guide
the community over the next few years to better manage
and improve the condition of our natural resources.
Personally I want to thank all the 700 plus people who
attended workshops and provided input into this strategy.
This new RCS has been developed into a website that is
more accessible and adaptable.
It is available at this link HERE
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Adam Bester, CEO Glenelg Hopkins CMA

CMA NEWS

Blown away with new funding for red-tails and grasses
Glenelg Hopkins CMA has been
successful in receiving almost $500,000 in
funding through the Australian
Government’s Threated Species Strategy
Action Plan: Priority Species Grants which
is funded through the Environment
Restoration Fund.
The two projects funded include another
project on the Victorian Volcanic Plains,
this time focusing on Adamson’s Blown
Grass ($242,123 funding), and managing
pine invasion in the feeding habitat of the
Red-tailed Black Cockatoo ($249,967
funding).
Acknowledgement must also be extended to Dunkeld Pastoral Company which was awarded
$250,000 to enhance Eastern Quoll Recovery in South-West Victoria; Birdlife Australia who also
received funding for a
Red-Tail Black Cockatoo recovery project in our area.
To find out more about the Australian Government’s Environment Restoration fund CLICK HERE

Almost $500,000 of Australian Government funding was received for additional protection of food habitat of the Southeastern Red-tail Black Cockatoo (above left), and a new project protecting Adamson's Blown Grass (above right).
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Celebrating Redgums in Cavendish
Celebrating our amazing environment and the magnificent red gums, the Cavendish Red Gum
Festival was back in full swing over the weekend of April 23 and 24.
After covid cancellations, it was back in full force with something for everyone which included a
gala opening event on Friday night, a red gum, inspired art show, market day, live music,
environmental bus tours, kids activities, information stalls on the Saturday,
including an information booth for Glenelg Hopkins CMA.
CMA staff shared knowledge and insight about our beautiful environment, answering questions
about how people can get involved with natural resource management locally.

Glenelg Hopkins CMA's Richard Murphy discusses the CMA's activities with people at the Cavendish Redgum Festival recently.

Community effort revegetates the riverbank in Harrow
Harrow now has 700 new native
grasses planted on the banks of the
Glenelg River after a fantastic
community event on Sunday, April 3.
Almost 50 people of all ages, and
including the cast of the theatre
production, Black Cockatoo, were part
of it.
What an amazing example of team
work and community for our future
generations, who also joined in on the
fun of planting and making a 'Pot
snake' out of the empty pots.
Big thanks to the Harrow and
surrounding community getting
involved and making the day a great
success.

CMA NEWS:

Italian Buckthorn information session
Finding a solution to the woody weed, Italian Buckthorn, was the focus of a community event in
Nelson on Saturday, April 2.
Keynote speaker on the day was Dr Robin Adair from Australis Biological, who provided
information about effective control methods for this invasive woody weed which is rapidly
spreading throughout the region and threatening native vegetation.
Dr Adair is currently undertaking Italian Buckthorn control works at Tyrendarra Flora Reserve, a
120ha Parks Victoria reserve at the junction of Fitzroy River and Darlot Creek, where it is growing
out of control.
His willingness to support and speak at the community information session to share his
knowledge while present in the region was welcomed by those who came along on Saturday,
which included representatives from Southwest Environment Alliance (SEA Landcare), Southwest
Woody Weed Action Team, Friends of the Surrey Inc and the Narrawong District Association.
Saturday's community event was funded by Glenelg Hopkins CMA as part of the Budj Bim
Connections Flagship Waterway Project in partnership with the local Landcare groups.
For more information about control of Italian Buckthorn contact Tania Parker at Glenelg
Hopkins CMA.

CMA NEWS:

Eels off on holiday ... straight from the river's mouth
The Hopkins River at Warrnambool was opened recently after careful consideration and
monitoring of rising water levels.
But water wasn't the only thing waiting to rush out to sea this week - the annual eel migration to
the tropics is on and the eels were hanging out in the shallows ready to go!
These native short finned eels migrate from our freshwater of the Hopkins to the saline waters of
the Coral Sea each year to breed
Researchers at the Arthur Rylah Institute have been satellite tracking their journey. You can find
out about that here
Estuaries, by their very nature,
naturally open and close and as a
waterway manager, we always
prefer to let nature take its
course, but artificial openings will
occur when appropriate, safe and
effective from environmental,
socio-economic and community
perspectives.
If you want to know more about
estuary process and how and why
we do and don't undertake
artificial river mouth openings,
you can find more about that
here

TOP: The short finned eels in the Hopkins River ready to migrate prior to the mouth opening. ABOVE LEFT: The river mouth
immediately after it was artificially opened. ABOVE RIGHT: 24 hours after the opening.
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Look on the YEP side of life

by Erinn McNeilly, YEP Community and Media Officer
The Victorian Government's Youth Employment Program, or what we like to call YEP, was established
to provide young people with the opportunity to kickstart their careers and develop skills for the
future. These positions in the public service will give young Victorians, including people who have lost
their jobs as a result of coronavirus, paid work that supports our community for a period of nine
months. The Glenelg Hopkins CMA's nine YEP staff started in September 2021. As the YEP employees'
contracts come to an end in May, and before they spread their wings for their next adventure, let’s
find out what they’ve been up too.

Grace Nicolas has been part of the YEP program, working as a Work
Health Safety Support Officer. Before making the leap and moving
to regional Victoria and joining Glenelg Hopkins CMA, Grace was
working as a receptionist in Melbourne.
In her time with Glenelg Hopkins CMA, Grace (pictured right) has
been working on a project with a small team to implement new safe
work procedures, as challenging as it has been for Grace and her
team, Grace has found it a very rewarding experience.
“I have loved the Youth Employment Program. My manager and
mentor have made me feel so welcome, as well as so many others
at the CMA, and I have felt my growth from day one. I have already
learnt so much and I can’t wait to keep learning," Grace said.
"I would absolutely recommend the YEP program to others as it has taught me so much in such a
small amount of time. I have had the opportunity to explore other avenues/areas of interest with
the utmost support from my manager and mentor.
"Not once have I felt overwhelmed or unsupported and working alongside likeminded individuals
in the YEP program means that I have made so many friends. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time, ”
she said.
Michael Carroll (pictured left) is also a YEP employee,
working as a finance and compliance support officer.
Not having a background in environment or
waterways Michael was working as an accountant at
H&R Block prior to joined the program.
In his time working for the CMA Michael has found it
very beneficial to gain experience and insight about
the work the public sector does and offers.
“I worked on a project to redesign the vendor form
and process of the CMA to improve it's essentially,
when someone needs to get paid by us, they need to
complete a form listing their contact and payment
details. I redesigned this and helped make the
process more efficient,” Michael said.

CMA NEWS:

Understanding your soils using technology

Gaining an understanding of soil type and condition has helped father and son duo Neil and Charlie
Vallance develop a newly purchased sheep property, into a cropping property in the high rainfall
region of Western Victoria.
This producer case study explores Grid soil mapping helping new farm development. Read More
HERE
This is one of 4 case studies produced by the building the resilience and profitability of cropping &
grazing farmers in the HRZ of Southern Australia project.
This project is supported by Southern Farming Systems through funding from the Australian
Government’s National Landcare Program and the GRDC. With collaborating partners Federation
University (Ballarat), Glenelg Hopkins CMA, Precision Agriculture, MacKillop Farm Management
Group and Agriculture Kangaroo Island.

Southern Farming Systems is delivering this project
through funding from the Australian Government’s
National Landcare Program and the GRDC with
collaborating partners Federation University
(Ballarat), Glenelg Hopkins CMA, MacKillop Farm
Management Group and Agriculture Kangaroo Island.

CMA NEWS - UPCOMING EVENTS

Sanderling photo competition still open
The Sanderlings have flown but we still want your
photos!
Our competition to win an original Jimmi Buscombe
artwork for taking a photo of a Sanderling with a leg
tag continues until the end of May.
All photographs submitted to Glenelg Hopkins CMA
between 1 January, 2022 and April 29, 2022, will be in
the running to win the major prize of an original
artwork, pictured right, valued at approx. $1100.
Winners will be chosen from all the images with
readable leg flags emailed to
glenelgramsar@ghcma.vic.gov.au. More information
about the competition is HERE
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LANDCARE NEWS:

From little trees, big tress grow ... especially with local species
Over the next 12
months Southwest
Environment Alliance
will be facilitating access to a short course that
has been designed to close the gap between the
volunteers and the plants that they need to
support local projects and landholders, including
farmers to install vegetation on their properties.
Over the next two years SEA is partnering with
the Glenelg Hopkins CMA to deliver a pilot
project that will increase the skill base of the
Landcare community and top-up our local plant
nursery SeaWinds Nursery with a greater
diversity of local seed for projects.
The short course includes a series of bush
regeneration training workshops that have been
developed by South West TAFE in collaboration with Southwest Environmental Alliance Landcare
Facilitator, Kristy Brewer.
The successful completion of this project will be assessed by the confidence and skills of
participants to collect and propagate seeds from a variety of native plants of local provenance. If
success is demonstrated, the training will be made available to other Landcare groups in the
Glenelg Hopkins Catchment.
The program will be delivered by South West TAFE trainer David Smurthwaite, who has many
years of experience in the identification, propagation and establishment of native flora species
unique to the South West region.

